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KIDSNET facilitates the  

collection and appropriate sharing 
of health data with healthcare 

providers, parents, MCH programs, 
and other child service providers for

the provision of timely and 
appropriate preventive health 

servi es and follow up. 
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KIDSNET New Users
KIDSNET welcomes Cumberland Pediatrics, Family Treatment Center, Dr. Gary 
King, Hasbro’s The Tomorrow Fund, Asthma & Allergy and Pediatric GI Specialty 
Clinics, Children's Friend & Service Early Intervention program, and the East 
Greenwich School District. 
 
Vision Screening is a New Requirement for Kindergarten Entry in September 2006
Beginning in September 2006, all children entering kindergarten are required by 
state law to have a vision screening before the start of the school year.   The law is 
available at http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/PublicLaws/law05/law05382.htm. 
 
A child’s vision can be screened by his or her doctor during a regular health check up 
or by his or her eye doctor. If a child fails the vision screening, or if a child has a 
neuro-developmental delay, he or she must have a comprehensive eye exam done by 
an ophthalmologist or optometrist.  When a comprehensive eye exam is performed, 
the eye doctor must give the parent or guardian a written report of the results of 
the eye exam and also send the results to both the child’s school and the child’s 
regular doctor. 
 
Visit the website www.mass.gov/dph/fch/schoolhealth/screening.htm#screening to 
view the Massachusetts Preschool Vision Screening video and power-point 
presentation, as well as information for ordering vision screening supplies. 
 
Dr. Elizabeth Lange will be conducting a vision screening grand rounds on Friday, April 
28th from 8:30 to 9:30 am in the George Auditorium at Rhode Island Hospital.   
 
Lead Screening Report 
Please continue to use KIDSNET to generate reports of children in your practice who
have never been screened for lead poisoning. The 26 pediatric practices that used
this report in March 2006 are: Northwest Health Center, Westerly Pediatrics,
East Greenwich Pediatrics, Family Treatment Center, Everett Wilcox Center,
Cumberland Pediatrics, PRIMA, Family Health Services – Cranston and Coventry,
Children’s Healthcare, Fatima Health Center, Associates in Primary Care, Dr’s.
Amato & Ross, Family Doctors of East Providence, Children First Pediatrics,
Broadway Medical Treatment Center, Dr. Stuart Demirs, MHRI Primary Care
Pediatric Center, Hillside Family Medicine, Park Pediatrics, Dr. Sharon Gunasti,
Bald Hill Pediatrics, Aquidneck Medical Associates-Portsmouth, Wood River
Health Services, Dr. Michael Hayden, and Kingstown Pediatrics.  
 
If you would like to run this report and need a training review, contact your KIDSNET 
representative or call the KIDSNET Help Desk at 222-4220.  Thank you for your help 
ensuring all children are appropriately screened for lead! 
 
Immunization Report 
Three participating practices who ran the Immunization Report AND sent us 
immunization histories so that information can be updated in KIDSNET are: Dr. 
Sharon Gunasti, Northwest Health Center, and Bristol County Pediatrics.   Keep 
up the good work!  Please keep using the reports as a tool to follow up on services 
your patients need. 
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Improving Communication Systems with Vaccine Providers 
 
As you know, Vaccine Updates are periodically faxed to facilities that use state-supplied vaccine in order 
to share information about vaccine supply issues and new or revised vaccine recommendations.  These 
updates are immediately posted on the Rhode Island Department of Health website 
(http://www.health.ri.gov/advisories.php) and faxed through an internet-based mass fax communication 
system to a single fax number provided by your facility to the Immunization Program’s Vaccine For Children 
(VFC) enrollment program.  The fax is directed to all VFC provider sites, which means each site receives one 
fax.  To ensure that all health care professionals and others involved in immunization and KIDSNET 
activities are aware of these updates, we ask that the recipient of the fax please post and distribute 
copies within the facility. 
 
In addition to the mass fax system, we are currently in the process of developing a Vaccine Provider Site 
List Serve to communicate Vaccine Updates via email.  If your facility provided an email address during the 
VFC enrollment period we will direct updates to this email address.  If you have additional email addresses 
you would like added to the list serve, please contact Patricia Raymond at Patricia.Raymond@health.ri.gov 
or (401) 222-5921. 
 
Influenza Vaccine  
According to a recent media release, influenza activity is currently widespread in Rhode Island: 
http://www.health.ri.gov/media/060316b.php.  Flu vaccine is still available from the Immunization Program, 
and it is not too late to vaccinate.  VFC providers with a remaining supply of state-supplied flu vaccine 
may use the vaccine for any unvaccinated children aged 6 months–18 years.  Please consider vaccinating 
children who recently turned 6 months of age who were not eligible (too young) earlier in the flu season.  
Providers who do not have any flu vaccine and would like to order some should contact the Immunization 
Program.  Providers may also refer unvaccinated children to the Immunization Clinic at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital at (401) 456-4359. 
 
Meningococcal Conjugate Vaccine (MCV4), Menactra  
Clarification:  The Immunization Program has received many questions regarding the need for an additional 
or booster dose of Menactra for children who have previously received the recommended single dose.  At 
this time, there is no recommendation for an additional dose.  According to the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices (ACIP), the vaccine should provide protective immunity for at least 8 years.  More 
data should become available within the next 5 years to guide recommendations on revaccination for 
people who were previously vaccinated. 
 
Guidelines for use:  A single dose of Menactra should be given routinely to adolescents 11–12 years of age 
at the preadolescent visit.  Also, continue vaccinating college-bound students who will be living in 
dormitories.  As vaccine supply permits, Menactra may also be given to adolescents 13–18 years of age 
who have not yet received a dose.   
 
Tdap Vaccine  
Guidelines for use:  A single dose of Tdap should be given routinely to adolescents 11–12 years of age who 
have completed the recommended childhood DTP/DTaP vaccination series and have not received a Td 
booster dose.  As vaccine supply permits, Tdap may also be given to adolescents 13–18 years.  An interval 
of at least 5 years between Td and Tdap is encouraged to reduce the risk for local and systemic reactions 
after Tdap vaccination.  However, an interval less than 5 years between Td and Tdap can be used 
(http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr55e223a4.htm).  Subsequent Td boosters are 
recommended every 10 years. 
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